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1 Kings 

The death of king David and the establishment of 
Solomon’s reign. 1 Kings 2:1-46

•David’s final instructions to Solomon. 2:1-9
• Keep the Law of Moses so that your kingdom may 

be established. 2:1-4
• Execute justice on the enemies of the kingdom and 

reward those who have demonstrated loyalty. 2:5-9
•David’s death 2:10-12

A brief excursion on Sheol

• First mentioned by Jacob as he mourned when told 
Joseph was dead. Genesis 37:35; 42:38; 44:29,31
• Indicates it is the place people go when they die. (1 

Kings 2:6,9; Job 21:13; Psalm 30:3
• The people with Korah’s rebellion would go down 

alive to Sheol. Numbers 16:30,33
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A brief excursion on Sheol

• Viewed as an extreme lower level of the earth. 
Deuteronomy 32:22; Job 11:8; Isaiah 7:11; Amos 9:2

• Poetically synonymous with death. 2 Samuel 22:6; 
Proverbs 5:5; 7:27; 9:18

• A place from which a person does not return. Job 7:9

A brief excursion on Sheol

• Synonymous with the grave. Job 17:13-16; Psalm 
16:10

• A place where all will be gathered. Isaiah 14:9-15
• A glimmer of hope is given for those who have gone 

down to Sheol. Hosea 13:14

A brief excursion on Sheol

• Conclusions
• Neither the use of the word nor the concepts it 

espouses give a clear and definitive word 
concerning the afterlife.

• The Old Testament does not give a fully developed 
picture of the afterlife.
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A brief excursion on Sheol

• Conclusions
• The most definitive thing that can be said based on 

the Old Testament is that when people die, they go 
somewhere.

• It is not until the teaching of Jesus and then the rest 
of the New Testament that we have a fuller 
revelation of heaven and hell as the realities of the 
afterlife.

The death of king David and the establishment of 
Solomon’s reign. 1 Kings 2:1-46

•Adonijah probed one last possibility to lay claim 
to the kingdom. 2:13-25

•Abiathar, the priest, who had supported 
Adonijah in his original coup attempt is exiled. 
2:26-27 (see 1 Samuel 2:33; 22:20-23)

• Joab is executed even though he sought refuge 
at the altar. 2:28-34

The death of king David and the establishment of 
Solomon’s reign. 1 Kings 2:1-46

•Solomon placed Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, as 
commander of the army of Israel. 2:34

•Zadok replaced Abiathar as (high) priest. 2:34
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The death of king David and the establishment of 
Solomon’s reign. 1 Kings 2:1-46

•Solomon confined Shimei to the city of 
Jerusalem with the clear instruction that he 
would be executed if he went past the brook 
Kidron.
• Shimei initially embraced this instruction.
• Having what he considered a good “excuse” to 

break this agreement, Shimei went to retrieve some 
runaway servants and was executed on his return.

Lessons

• Never grow weary of encouraging others to follow 
God’s instruction.

• Never grow weary of receiving encouragement to 
follow God’s instruction.

• Never try to outwit the will of God.
• Our judgment is often the judgment we have exacted 

on others.
• Don’t be your own worst enemy.
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