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Joshua

Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of 
the LORD’s army. 5:13-6:5
• As Joshua was walking alone near the city of Jericho he 

encountered a warrior with a drawn sword.
• He immediately inquired of the person to see if he were friend or 

foe.
• The man’s response shows that God’s fight is for His kingdom and 

His glory rather than aligning with any person or group of people.
• Always remember that we align with God, He never aligns 

with us!
• In preparation to receive God’s assurances and instruction, 

Joshua was instructed to treat the place and moment as holy and 
he did so.
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Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of 
the LORD’s army. 5:13-6:5
• Jericho went into full defensive mode as the Israelites 

approached the Jordan
• The defensive strategy of the cities of that day was in the 

strength of the wall around the city and their supply of food 
and water.  The harvest had just taken place and Jericho had a 
good water supply within the walls of the city.

• The strategies of most armies of the day was to lay siege to 
the city and wait until the resources of the city were 
exhausted and the people would have no option than to 
surrender.  These sieges could and did many times last for 
years.

Five longest sieges in history

• 1. Siege of Candia 1648 – 1669  (Modern day Heraklion, 
Crete)

• 2. Fall of Philadelphia 1378 – 1390  (Modern day Alasehir, 
Turkey)

• 3. Siege of Ishiyama Honganji 1570 – 1580  (Japan)
• 4. Siege of Thessalonica 1422 – 1430  (Greece)
• 5. Siege of Drepana – 249 – 241 BC  (Modern day Trapani on 

the Island of Sicily)

Twelve sieges of Jerusalem

• The Siege of Jebus (c.1000 BC)  (Captured by King David and 
established as the seat of His kingdom and then eventually it was 
revealed as the place God had chosen for His temple.

• The Assyrian Siege (701 BC)  (During Hezekiah’s reign)
• Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonian Sieges (597 and 587 BC)
• Pompey’s Siege (63 BC)  (Beginning of the occupation of Palestine by 

Rome)
• Herod the Great’s Siege (37 BC)
• Titus’s Siege (70 AD)  (During the Jewish Wars that ended the 

possession of the land by the nation of Israel until 1948)
• First Muslim Siege (637 AD)
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Twelve sieges of Jerusalem

• The First Crusade (1099 AD)
• Saladin’s Siege (1187 AD)
• The Khwarezmian Siege (1244 AD)
• The Peasant Siege (1834)  (Uprising against Egyptian occupation)

Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of 
the LORD’s army. 5:13-6:5
• Despite Jericho having the most formidable fortifications, 

God assured Joshua that He would deliver it into his hands. 
• A good reminder that we always need to listen to God’s 

assessment of any situation.

Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of 
the LORD’s army. 5:13-6:5
• Joshua in this holy moment received the assurance from God 

that He would deliver the city into his hand and instruction 
on how the Israelites were to approach the city to conquer it.
• March around the city once per day for six days.
• Seven priests were to go before the ark of the covenant 

with seven trumpets of rams’ horns.
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Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of 
the LORD’s army. 5:13-6:5
• Joshua in this holy moment received the assurance from God 

that He would deliver the city into his hand and instruction 
on how the Israelites were to approach the city to conquer it.
• On the seventh day they were to 

• March around the city seven times
• The priests would blow a long blast with the ram’s horn
• The people will shout with a great shout
• The wall will fall down
• Every man is to enter the city in front of his position

The Fall of Jericho

• Joshua, true to his character, wastes no time in putting the plan God 
has given him into action.  He gives us the great example of 
immediate obedience to the clear revelation of God.

• The description of those going before and the rear guard reflects the 
order given in Numbers 10:11-28 when the Israelites were on the 
move.
• Those who go before the holy things, including the Ark of the 

Covenant, were the tribes of Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Reuben, 
Simeon, Gad.

• The rear guard who were behind the holy things, including the Ark 
of the Covenant, were Ephraim, Manasseh, Benjamin, Dan, Asher 
and Naphtali

The Fall of Jericho

• Each day for six days the Israelite armed men and the priests 
with the ram’s horn trumpets and the Ark of the Covenant 
marched around the city one time and returned to camp.
• The priests continually blew the horns as they marched.
• The people were ordered to remain silent.
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The Fall of Jericho

• The Seventh Day
• One of the challenges to this story is that the Israelites 

would have marched on the Sabbath Day in what some 
would consider a violation of the Sabbath Law.  However, 
the Sabbath Law forbade common labor on the Sabbath 
Day.  The fact that Jericho fell on the seventh day 
punctuates the fact that the Israelites were on God’s 
divine mission to execute His wrath on the people 
according to His righteous judgment.

The Fall of Jericho

• The Seventh Day
• Began the march at dawn as usual but marched around the city 

seven times.
• After the seventh time around the city Joshua instructed the 

people to:
• Shout
• Remember that the entire city and all that was in it had been 

“devoted to Yahweh for destruction” except for Rahab and 
those in her house.

• Remember that every object in the city either had to be 
destroyed or placed in the treasury of the LORD (in the tent of 
meeting).

The Fall of Jericho

• The Seventh Day
• When the people shouted and the trumpets blew the long 

blast the walls fell down.
• Each man went straight up into the city and executed 

God’s judgment on the city.
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The Fall of Jericho

• The Seventh Day
• Joshua commanded the two spies to go bring out Rahab 

and all who were in her household.
• The city was burned and everything in it destroyed.
• All metal objects were placed in the treasury of the house 

of Yahweh.
• Rahab was received by the nation and was living at the 

time of this writing.

The Fall of Jericho
• Joshua pronounced a curse that the man who would rebuild 

Jericho would do so at the cost of his firstborn and youngest 
son.
• The fulfillment of this is recorded in 1 Kings 16:34

• 33 And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more to 
provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all 
the kings of Israel who were before him. 34 In his days 
Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation at the 
cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at the 
cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word 
of the LORD, which he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun. 
1 Kings 16:33-34 (ESV) 

16

17


