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Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13

• Cities of the Levites  Numbers 35:1-8
• The Levites were to receive no allotment of land for an inheritance like the other 

tribes.  Numbers 18:21-24
• The Levites were to be given 48 cities in the areas of inheritance of the rest of the 

tribes.  (see Joshua 20:4-7)
• Part of the Kohathites given 13 cities in from the lands of the tribes of Judah, 

Simeon and Benjamin
• The rest of the Kohathites  given 10 cities from the lands of the tribes of 

Ephraim, Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh.
• The Gershonites given 13 cities from the lands of the tribes of Issachar, Asher, 

Naphtali and the half-tribe on Manasseh on the east side of the Jordan.
• The Merarites given 12 cities from the lands of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and 

Zebulun.

Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13

• Cities of the Levites  Numbers 35:1-8
• The Levites were to be given 48 cities in the areas of inheritance of the 

rest of the tribes.
• Possibly for future expansion a measurement of 1000 cubits (500 

yards) was measured from the walls of the city as a part of the city.
• An additional 2000 cubits (1000 yards) was to be measured on each 

side of the city complex to serve as pastureland. 
• Total area would be around 1100 acres.  (Appleton airport is 1,638 

acres)
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Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13

• Cities of the Levites  Numbers 35:1-8
• The Levites were to be given 48 cities in the areas of 

inheritance of the rest of the tribes.
• Six of these cities were designated as cities of refuge. 

Joshua 20:7-9
• West of the Jordan

• Kedesh in Galilee in the tribe of Naphtali
• Shechem in the hill country of the tribe of Ephraim
• Hebron in the hill country of Judah

Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13

• Cities of the Levites  Numbers 35:1-8
• The Levites were to be given 48 cities in the areas of 

inheritance of the rest of the tribes.
• Six of these cities were designated as cities of refuge. 

Joshua 20:7-9
• East of the Jordan

• Bezer in the tribe of Reuben
• Ramoth in Gilead in the tribe of Gad
• Golan in Bashan from the half-tribe of Manasseh
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Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13
• Cities of refuge Numbers 35:9-34

• Purpose:  A place of refuge from the avenger when someone had caused the 
death of another person.

• The avenger (go’el haddam): This was a near relative who had the following 
duties:

• To avenge the blood of a murdered relative Numbers 35:19
• To marry the widow of a brother who died without a son  Deuteronomy 

25:5-10
• To repurchase a brother’s property that had been sold  Leviticus 25:25
• To buy the freedom of a brother who had been sold into slavery  Leviticus 

25:47-49
• To help a poor and needy brother by providing shelter, food and money 

for him Leviticus 25:35-37
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Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13
• Cities of refuge Numbers 35:9-34

• The person who caused the death of another had the responsibility to 
immediately flee to the nearest city of refuge.

• The congregation would hold a trial (verse 25 seems to indicate the 
trial was held in the community where the incident happened.)
• If the person was found guilty of intentional homicide, he would be 

turned over to the blood avenger for execution.
• If the person was found to have inadvertently caused the death of 

another person, he would be taken back to the city of refuge where 
he had fled and remain in the city of refuge until the death of the 
high priest.  At this point he could return to his home and the blood 
avenger could not harm him.  If he left the city of refuge before the 
death of the high priest for any reason, he would be at the mercy of 
the blood avenger.

Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13

• Cities of refuge Numbers 35:9-34
• The congregation would hold a trial (verse 25 seems to indicate the trial was held 

in the community where the incident happened.)
• Grounds for murder (carried the penalty of death)

• Use of lethal force
• Premeditation
• An attack motivated by hatred of the person

• Grounds for manslaughter (penalty of exile to the city of refuge until the death 
of the high priest)

• Impulsive act not involving intentional lethal force
• Accident
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Events on the Plains of Moab 22:1-36:13

• Cities of refuge Numbers 35:9-34
• The congregation would hold a trial (verse 25 seems to indicate the 

trial was held in the community where the incident happened.)
• Rules for the trial

• Evidence of guilt had to be presented and supported by more 
than one witness to support an execution.

• No ransom could be accepted for the life of the person guilty of 
intentional homicide.

• No ransom could be accepted in order for one who had been 
cleared of intentional homicide to leave the city of refuge before 
the death of the high priest.

Lessons

• Human life is precious
• Inadvertent ending of a person’s life carried serious consequences.
• No substitutionary atonement was acceptable for intentionally taking a life.
• The shedding of innocent blood pollutes the land. (see Genesis 4:10)

• The cities of refuge illustrate God’s  justice and mercy 
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The Psalms have many reference to taking 
refuge in God.
• 22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take 

refuge in him will be condemned. 
Psalm 34:22 (ESV) 

• 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Psalm 46:1 (ESV) 

• 9 Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! I have fled to you for refuge. 
Psalm 143:9 (ESV) 

A New Testament reference

• 18 …we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to 
hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place 
behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our 
behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek. 
Hebrews 6:18-20 (ESV) 
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