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Garments of the Hight Priest 28:1-39

Golden Bell

• This golden bell shaped like a 
pomegranate was discovering in a 
drainage ditch from the second temple 
period.  This discovery was made by 
archaeologist Eli Shukrun in 2011.

• Those of us on the 2017/18 trip to Israel 
were introduced to Eli by Roni our guide.
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The Consecration of the Priests

• Aaron and his sons were set aside as priests.
• This consecration made it possible for them to handle the items and 

aspects of the Tabernacle that would be consecrated to God.
• This consecration was the acknowledgement that God had chosen 

them and set them apart for this work.

The Consecration of the Priests

• The seven days of ordination included:  (verses 9 and 35-36)
• Various sacrifices
• Ritual washing
• Putting on the special clothing
• Consecration of the altar with the blood of the bull sacrificed as a sin offering
• Anointing of the right earlobe, right thumb and right toe with the blood of the 

ram offering
• Anointing with the anointing oil
• A wave offering before Yahweh which includes part of the sacrificial ram along 

with a loaf of bread, a cake of bread made with oil and one wafer.
• Part of the ram would be consumed by the priests
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The Consecration of the Priests

• The priesthood is to be perpetuated through the descendants of 
Aaron.

• The ordination process was to be repeated at the installation of each 
succeeding priest.

The Place of God’s Presence  29:43-46

• The Tabernacle will be the place were God will meet His people.
• He will dwell among His people.
• The purpose is that they might know that Yahweh who brought them 

out of Egypt is their God.
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Altar of Incense  30:1-10 Incense was to be 
burned on this 
altar each morning 
and evening when 
the High Priest 
tended to the 
Lampstand.
The blood of the 
sin offering was 
applied to the 
horns of the altar 
every year on the 
day of atonement.

8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. Revelation 5:8 (ESV) 

The Atonement offering 30:11-16

• Paid when a census is taken
• Half a shekel
• Paid by everyone 20 years old and older.  Numbers chapter 1 adds the 

caveat that these are males able to go to war.  The numbers there match the 
numbers in Exodus 38:25-26, 603,550. (Numbers 1:44-46)

• Everyone pays the same regardless of wealth
• Used for the service of the tent of meeting
• Paid as a ransom, this was a reminder that their lives belonged to Yahweh.  

The strength of the nation was not in their numbers but in their God.
• The story in Matthew 17:24-27 is probably the practice of this offering in 

Jesus’ day.
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Bronze Basin  30:17-21 • The priest were to wash their 
hands and feet before 
performing any of their of 
their duties.
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The Anointing Oil 30:22-33

• A unique mixture of olive oil and spices. 
• Used exclusively to anoint:

• The Tent of Meeting
• The Ark of the Testimony
• The Table (of Showbread) and utensils
• The Lampstand and utensils
• The Altar of Incense
• The (Bronze) Altar of Burnt Offerings and utensils
• The (Bronze wash) Basin and its stand
• Aaron and his sons

• Everything anointed by it became holy.

Myrrh-resin from trees in 
the Commiphora species. 
(Corkwood)

Cinnamon-from the bark 
of the cinnamon tree

Aromatic cane-calamus, a 
grass with a strong smell 
and taste of ginger

Cassia-spice from the bark 
of an evergreen tree also 
known as Chinese 
cinnamon

Incense

• Used on the altar of incense
• Burned inside the Most Holy Place on the day 

of atonement when the high priest 
approached the mercy seat with the sacrificial 
blood.  Leviticus 16:12-13

• Seems that the incense was kept in bowls on 
the Table of the Presence in the Holy Place. 
Exodus 25:29

Stacte-(nataf) a resin from a 
plant of unclear origin, some 
equate it with myrrh

Onycha-another substance of 
disputed origin ranging from a 
plant to a mollusk (mussel) 
from the Red Sea. 

Galbanum-gum resin from a 
plant of Persian origin.  Bitter 
to the taste with a musky 
smell.

Frankincense-aromatic resin 
from one of five trees of the 
Boswellia species.  
Frankincense comes from a 
French phrase meaning “high 
quality incense”.  Referred to 
today as the king of essential 
oils.
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God Provides the People for His Work

• God called Bezalel to head up the work
• Filled him with the Spirit of God
• Filled him with ability and intelligence
• Filled him with knowledge and craftmanship
• God appointed also Oholiab
• God gave others ability to do various parts of the work.

• As we have seen, God had already provided the people with the 
material to do the work, now He provides the people with the ability 
to do the work.

• We can rest assured that God still provides for every aspect of what 
He is doing.

The Pivotal Place of the Sabbath  31:12-17

• A sign between Israel and God that He had set them apart as His people.
• The importance of this observance is seen in the penalty of death for 

treating the Sabbath as any other day.
• The Sabbath is established as a day of solemn rest, holy to Yahweh.
• This command will never end for the Israelites
• The Sabbath is a sign between God and the people of Israel that their God, 

Yahweh is the Creator who created the heavens and the earth in six days 
and rested on the seventh.

• This was part of the plan for Israel to be a showcase for God to bless His 
people with abundance even as they refrained from work that would be 
personally profitable on one day per week and thus revealing to the 
watching world that He is the one true and living God.
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