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The Bronze Altar for Burnt Offerings  27:1-8, 35b-42

• Initially 
consecrated over a 
period of seven 
days. 35b-37

• A continual fire 
burned in this altar.  
Offerings were 
made on this altar 
daily in the 
morning and 
evening.  38-42
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The Court of the Tabernacle 27:9-19

The Court of the Tabernacle 27:9-19

104

105



02/13/19

3

Garments of the Hight Priest 28:1-39

They shall be set 
in gold filigree  
28:20
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The Urim and the Thummim  28:30

• Literally “lights and darks”
• Used for discerning God’s will

• 21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the 
judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at his 
word they shall come in, both he and all the people of Israel with him, the whole 
congregation.”  Numbers 27:21 (ESV) 

• 41 Therefore Saul said, “O LORD God of Israel, why have you not answered your 
servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of Israel, 
give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give Thummim.” And Jonathan 
and Saul were taken, but the people escaped. 
1 Samuel 14:41 (ESV) 

• 63 The governor told them that they were not to partake of the most holy food, 
until there should be a priest to consult Urim and Thummim. 
Ezra 2:63 (ESV) 

The Urim and the Thummim 28:30

• Although not mentioned by name these could have been the “lots” 
casted in discerning:

• Achan’s sins during the conquest.  14 In the morning therefore you shall be 
brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that the LORD takes by lot shall 
come near by clans. And the clan that the LORD takes shall come near by 
households. And the household that the LORD takes shall come near man by 
man. Joshua 7:14 (ESV) 

• The sacrificial and scapegoat for the day of atonement. 8 And Aaron shall cast 
lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for Azazel. 
9 And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the LORD and use 
it as a sin offering, 10 but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be 
presented alive before the LORD to make atonement over it, that it may be 
sent away into the wilderness to Azazel.   Leviticus 16:8-10 (ESV) 
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The Urim and the Thummim 28:30

• Although not mentioned by name these could have been the “lots” 
casted in discerning:

• Division of the Promised Land among the tribes. 55 But the land shall be 
divided by lot. According to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall 
inherit.  Numbers 26:55 (ESV) 

• Choice of Saul, Israel’s first king. 20 Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel 
near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. 21 He brought the tribe of 
Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites was taken by lot; and 
Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him, he could not 
be found. 1 Samuel 10:20-21 (ESV) 

The Urim and the Thummim 28:30

• God’s hand is seen in the outcome of casting lots for making decisions
• 33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 

Proverbs 16:33 (ESV) 
• The last incident of casting lots to determine God’s will in the Bible is 

choice of a replacement for Judas, Acts 1:26.  This was notably before 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  This would 
clearly not have been the Urim and the Thummim since it had to be 
done by the High Priest.

• There are other incidents of people casting lots that are clearly no 
connection with the Urim and the Thummim. Esther 3:7,Joel 
3:3,Obadiah 1:11,Jonah 1:7,Nahum 3:10,John 19:24
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The garments for Aaron’s sons, the other 
priests were not as elaborate. 28:40-43
• Described as coats, sashes and caps.
• The priest were to always wear the full garments when entering into 

the tent of meeting.

The Consecration of the Priests

• Aaron and his sons were set aside as priests.
• This consecration made it possible for them to handle the items and 

aspects of the Tabernacle that would be consecrated to God.
• This consecration was the acknowledgement that God had chosen 

them and set them apart for this work.
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The Consecration of the Priests

• The seven days of ordination included:  (verses 9 and 35-36)
• Various sacrifices
• Ritual washing
• Putting on the special clothing
• Consecration of the altar with the blood of the bull sacrificed as a sin offering
• Anointing of the right earlobe, right thumb and right toe with the blood of the 

ram offering
• Anointing with the anointing oil
• A wave offering before Yahweh which includes part of the sacrificial ram along 

with a loaf of bread, a cake of bread made with oil and one wafer.
• Part of the ram would be consumed by the priests

The Consecration of the Priests

• The priesthood is to be perpetuated through the descendants of 
Aaron.

• The ordination process was to be repeated at the installation of each 
succeeding priest.
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The Place of God’s Presence  29:43-46

• The Tabernacle will be the place were God will meet His people.
• He will dwell among His people.
• The purpose is that they might know that Yahweh who brought them 

out of Egypt is their God.

Altar of Incense  30:1-10

Incense was to be 
burned on this 
altar each morning 
and evening when 
the High Priest 
tended to the 
Lampstand.
The blood of the 
sin offering was 
applied to the 
horns of the altar 
every year on the 
day of atonement.
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The Atonement offering 30:11-16

• Paid when a census is taken
• Half a shekel
• Paid by everyone 20 years old and older.
• Everyone pays the same regardless of wealth
• Used for the service of the tent of meeting
• Paid as a ransom, this was a reminder that their lives belonged to 

Yahweh.  The strength of the nation was not in their numbers but in 
their God.  

Bronze Basin  30:17-21

• The priest were to wash their 
hands and feet before 
performing any of their of 
their duties.

118

119


