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Ezra 1:1–11

The End of the Babylonian Captivity

So, what do we need to know about 
the book of Ezra?

The Bible Book of Ezra

 Located in the Old Testament.
 Fifteenth book of the OT.
 10 chapters.
 Author is likely Ezra. 
 Ezra was a priest, a scribe and a great leader. 
 Written around 450 B.C.
 Covered events occurring from 538-450 B.C. 
 Moses told the story of Israel’s exodus from 

Egypt in the OT book of ___________.
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The Bible Book of Ezra (continued)

 Many people don’t remember that a second 
exodus took place about 1000 years later.

 First exodus: all the Israelites (600,000+) 
people left slavery in Egypt to go to the 
promised land.

 Second exodus, (a much smaller group of 
Jews in three waves over 100 years) left 
captivity in Babylon to live again in their 
ancestral homeland. 

The Bible Book of Ezra (continued)

 The Babylonian captivity or exile refers to the 
time when Jews were taken captive by King 
Nebuchadnezzer of Babylon. 

So, where is Babylon and why 
were there captives?
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Ezra 1:1–11

The End of the Babylonian Captivity
1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the LORD by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it 
in writing, saying,

2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD
God of heaven has given me.  And He 
has commanded me to build Him a house 
at Jerusalem which is in Judah. 3 Who is 
among you of all His people? 
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2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD
God of heaven has given me.  And He 
has commanded me to build Him a house 
at Jerusalem which is in Judah. 3 Who is 
among you of all His people? 

May his God be with him, and let him go 
up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and 
build the house of the LORD God of Israel 
(He is God), which is in Jerusalem.
4 And whoever is left in any place where 
he dwells, let the men of his place help 
him with silver and gold, with goods and 
livestock,
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Dove
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Nehemiah 3

Please reference your Bible.
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Project Nehemiah
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Project Nehemiah

Projects that are  ‘Nehemiahs’

 What makes a challenge a Project 
Nehemiah?

 What is needed to confront a Project 
Nehemiah?

 Who is needed when a Project 
Nehemiah is challenging you/us?

 Must every Project Nehemiah be a 
Crisis?
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Can you recall a ‘Nehemiah’ project?

 In your work?
 In your family?
 In your church?
 In your personal life?
 How was the ‘Nehemiah’ confronted?
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† Accomplishing the Impossible with 
God as Our Guide

Tonight’s Message:

Serving God as a Team.
There’s Power in the Blood.


